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Editorial Foreword

On behalf of the Editorial Committee members, we are pleased
to present the first issue of Tajseer, the peer-reviewed journal of Ibn
Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences published by
Qatar University Press (QU Press).

Tajseer publishes original research papers, critical book and article
reviews, and various reports and briefs in interdisciplinary studies.
The journal aims to challenge the limited approaches of isolated sci-
entific disciplines by opening the disciplinary boundaries and bridging
the gap between social sciences and Islamic studies. This allows for
a better understanding of different concerns related to the Arab and
Islamic world, in addition to helping resolve outstanding intra-regional
issues.

There is an urgent need to increase interest in interdisciplinary
research approaches and to re-integrate global knowledge in aca-
demia. Driven by the Center’s vision to play a pioneering role in the
Arab and Islamic world in re-examining the theoretical and practical
aspects of social sciences and humanities, Tajseer seeks to contrib-
ute to this new vision and become a platform for interdisciplinary re-
search in the region and beyond.

In our view, such interdisciplinary projects necessitate the involve-
ment of researchers from different disciplinary backgrounds along
with the joint establishment of original theoretical models that inte-
grates conceptual frameworks from different disciplines, considering
the actual needs of Arab and Muslim societies.

This first special issue of Tajseer tackles “the Arabic language and
the Holy Quran” and includes the following articles: “Terminological
Research in Quranic Studies: Scientific Pillars and Methodological
Problems” by Omar Hidoussi; “The Quranic Language and its Vision
of the World as a Methodological Basis for Building Concepts: The
case of the concept of ‘acquaintance” by Chaymae Fouikhri; “The
Fallacy of Prioritizing the Arabic Language over Quranic Language
and its Impact on the Conceptualization of Quranic Terms and Con-
cepts” by Abdelfettah Ezzouini; and a foundational contribution in
what the author, Ayad Al-Arnawtee called “The Science of the Holy
Quran Language: Its reasons and insights”.



This edition also includes five lengthy articles on various interdisci-
plinary topics, including an opening contribution by Meshari Alruwaih
titled “Knowledge Bridging: Vision, Justifications, and Pathways” fol-
lowed by “The Logical Construction of Concept and the Ambiguity in
Term Formation” by Boualem Maater; “Political Modernization and
the Question of References: A Values Input” by Mohammed Amz-
ziane; “The External Political Use of Arab Minorities in Iran and its
Impact on the Iranian-Arab Relations” by Nassireddine Baki; and
“Analyzing the Social Discourse: An Overview of Concepts and Ter-
minologies” by Hassan Malek.

Other contributions are also featured in this diverse issue of Taj-
seer, including a book review by Naser Dumairieh of “Islam without
Europe: Traditions of Reform in Eighteenth-Century Islamic Thought
by Ahmad Dallal’. In addition, EImehdi Lahmamed reviews the distin-
guished career and contributions of the Arab anthropologist Abdellah
Hammoudi through his new book titled “Convergence and Analysis:
Towards the Elaboration of an Arab Anthropology”. This edition of
Tajseer concludes with a report by Hossain Mohamed Naimul Hoque
on the International Conference on National Pluralism in the Middle
East that was hosted by Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and So-
cial Sciences in March 2019.

We believe that it is our core mission to support the Arab and Mus-
lim scientific communities and, at the same time, reflect on the on-
going interdisciplinary progress and development within humanities
and social sciences in the Western world, and critically benefit from
their achievements.

Finally, we would like to thank all who have contributed to this is-
sue. We expect that Tajseer will continue to publish original, theoret-
ically grounded, and well-written papers from regional and interna-
tional academics and researchers.
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The Science of the Holy Quran Language: Its reasons and insights
Ayad Mohammed Ali al-Arnawtee

University of Baghdad

eyad_1961@yahoo.com

Abstract

This study is a call to establish a science of linguistics for the Holy Quran (the Science of the
Language of the Holy Quran). The reasons to establish this science include the existing gaps in
the Arabic sciences, especially the science of the Arabic language grammar and its method and
vocabulary; the specialness of the Holy Quran as it is the words of Allah; as well as the injustice
afflicting the Quran by the grammarians. The study aims to analyze what is mentioned in the
Quran and highlights the accuracy of the holy text and its dominance to all other texts: if any
sciences, laws and theories are incompatible with the Quran, they are considered as invalid and
should be reviewed.

Additionally, this study claims that the miracle of Quran is timeless and eternal. It highlights the
necessity to utilize the linguistic sciences in order to discover and rediscover the miracle of Qu-
ran. Thus, one should study the Quran to discover and search for new meanings and not just rely
dogmatically on the past interpretations of the Quran. The Quranic text is not static, it is always
open to new meanings. Despite the fact that the Quran is written in Arabic language, the Quranic
text should not be subject to the grammatical and linguistic rules of the Arabic language. Reason-
ably, the Arabic language should be viewed as a reference for the interpretation of the Quranic
text. In this regard, the Arabic rules and grammar should be reviewed or search for the secrecy of
expression laying behind the uniqueness of the Quranic text. Each letter of the Quranic text has,
undoubtedly, a secret that should be discovered, and it should not be changed or altered based
on the rules of the Arabic language.

Furthermore, the ability of Quran to express itself requires all the possible ways of interpretation
such as collecting Ayahs of subjects and finding the relationship between them. Additionally, it is
important to follow up the linguistic vocabulary mentioned in the Quran to explain the specialty
of using Quran. Finally, if it is difficult for researchers to interpret the Quran, the future genera-
tion of scholars should have the opportunity to interpret the Quran instead of relying on a single
interpretation.

Keywords: Language; Quran; Reasons; Insights
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The Fallacy of Prioritizing the Arabic Language over Quranic Language and its

Impact on the Conceptualization of Quranic Terms and Concepts
Abdelfettah Ezzouini
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Abstract

This study aims to discuss a number of significant problems related to the linguistic rev-
elation of the Quran based on the interpretation of Quranic texts. It also aims to iden-
tify how the Arabic language can be reconciled with the Quranic vision and the terms
and verses of the Quranic text. Does the linguistic approach fit in the establishment of
the Quranic terms and concepts separately from the context of the Quranic language,
terminology and concepts? How can the Quranic concepts be established without pro-
viding the utter Quanic connotations of the language to the Arabic language in order
to preserve the universality of the Quranic language and its comprehensiveness that
transcends the limits of time, place and human being?

Keywords: Integrated concepts; Language interpretation; Structural unit; Language
governance; Linguistic approach
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Abstract

This study explores the Quranic concept and the Quranic and the Arab’s perception of the world. It
is based on the problematic of “providing a meaning” to the Quranic text by supplying it with a mean-
ing instead of drawing the meaning from it. This raises the fundamental problematic of whether the
concepts dealt with are really “Quranic concepts” as described, or are they linguistic constructions
that have nothing to do with the Quran, and the meaning filling the word and shaping the concept
is a purely Arabic coinage?

In order to answer this question, the study starts from the “acquaintance” model as a Quranic concept.
It examines its Quranic meaning and compares it with the meaning formulated by the recipients of
this concept. This comparison delves into the methodological foundations, which are represented in
the language of the Quran and its conception of the world, as well as the foundations that produced
the human and Arabic concept represented in the Arabic language and the Arab’s perception of the
world by adopting the analytical and comparative approaches. This study analyzes the process of
receiving the Quranic meaning through the interpretation books and compares the reception process
between supplying and extracting the meaning from the Quran.

The study findings highlight the need to distinguish between the Quranic term and its human rep-
resentation to liberate the Quranic concept from the human understanding by reconstructing the
Quranic concepts in the light of the Quranic system: the language and perception of the world, in
order to preserve the fullness, movement and life of the Quranic terms. These characteristics are
lost when the Quranic term is loaded with meaning, which is evident when comparing the Qur’anic
concept of the word “acquaintance” and its Arabic meaning.

Keywords: Quranic concepts; Quranic system; Acquaintance; Perception of the world; Language
of the Quran
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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to understand the methodolog

practice.

The Quranic source represents the objective directed by the conceptual re-
search and its textual field. The methodological rationalism evokes two basic
dimensions: the methodology of the Quranic research and the methodology of
the conceptual lesson in Arabic and Western literature.

For the applied realism, it expresses the extent to which reality and its issues
are present in the conceptual research, which gives it functionality, feasibility,
and practical effectiveness. These foundations will resolve the methodological
issues of terminological research, which intersects with the general understand-
ing of humanities and Islamic studies. In addition, it deals with problems related
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to the aspect of the terminological research itself, as a Quranic and theological lesson
on the one hand and as a terminology lesson on the other hand. The pivotal problematic
of the terminology study accrues to its Quranic source, its methodological rationalism,
or its realism. Therefore, it is related to the text, the methodology, or the reality. As many
obstacles and restraints as these problems are, they are also the signs of growth that
stimulate the terminological studies to prove their efficiency, effectiveness, and eligibility
to carry the textual integrity and the methodological performance, as well as to solve the
problems of the contemporary reality.

Keywords: Term; Quranic terms; Terminologica
study
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Abstract

The specialized academic regulation has dominated the production of scientific knowl-
edge during a long period of the twentieth century. Specialized communities seemed to
settle within their intellectual and institutional boundaries pursuing and publishing more
specialized and detailed knowledge about their respective fields. However, the interest
in accurate specialized knowledge engendered a poor perception of social phenomena,
as it does not consider their comprehensive goals and nature. There is an increasing in-
terest in interdisciplinary communications to reach a level of re-integration of knowledge
allowing a more balanced approach to study and research social phenomena while taking
into consideration their comprehensive goals and nature on the one hand, and their de-
tails and components on the other hand, especially in interdisciplinary studies. However,
interdisciplinary studies seem to suffer from confusion and lack of clarity in defining the
concepts and the know-how of the integration process between the visions of specialties
to create an integrated and comprehensive understanding of a phenomenon. In this con-
text, this study proposes the concept of bridging (tajseer) as a framework for knowledge
communication that includes a number of critical benchmarks, especially those related
to problem solving. The study also contributes to displaying the bridging between scien-
tific disciplines, which results in three tracks: the bridging exploration track, the bridging
synthetic track, and the transdisciplinary track. In order to reach these results, the study
benefits from a revision of the philosophical assumptions of social sciences suggesting a
critical realist foundation for such efforts as an alternative to the substantive and herme-
neutical basis of social sciences.

Keywords: Knowledge bridging; Vision; Benchmarks; Tracks
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25- Ibid., p. 51.
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Abstract

This research deals with the logical formulation of concepts and terminology as judg-
ments. Governance is a mental decision that proves the mind’s belief and turns it into
reality. In our development of the term we control the principles of reason without which
concepts are confused, and through the principle of identity it is determined that the
concept maintains its meaning and significance throughout the proving process. The
principle of non-contradiction makes it impossible to carry the attribute and not to carry
it on one particular subject at the same time.

The concept is all the attributes and characteristics in which many beings share, and the
truth is the sum of individuals who believe in the characteristics of the concept. In the
expression of perception, it becomes a definition. To avoid ambiguity, we should bear
in mind that the definition (term) is an expression of the concept — it may be holistic by
referring to a number of individuals, or it may be partially referring to a particular person.
This research examines the definition as an explanatory word that takes into consid-
eration the important rules of logic such as substance, close category, and qualitative
separation. It focuses on two models in order to discover the ambiguity in terms and
concepts formation. The first is based on Ibn Salah, the innovator of syllogism, and the
second is based on the assumptions of Muhammad al-Moghili, in order to identify meth-
odological, political and ideological limitations included in concepts and terms.

Keywords: Logical construction; Concepts; Terms; Term formation; Ambiguity
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Abstract

This study is based on the values approach to assess the legitimacy and political performance
of the modern state. This approach assumes that members of the political community, governors
and governed individuals, are united by a set of common reference values. Accordingly, the
ruling power acquires its legitimacy only to the extent that it expresses the identity of the society
governed by it. From this perspective, this study contributes to understanding the state of conflict
existing between the state and society in the Arab world because of the contradictions between
the modernist reference officially adopted by the state and the religious and moral authority of
its people, which occupies marginal positions outside decision-making circles and centers of
influence. This study also attempts to monitor some of the negative phenomena resulting from
this contradiction, such as the double values, the division of collective consciousness, the mis-
carriage of symbolic capital of society, the disintegration of the state and society, security imbal-
ances, and the risks of sliding into civil war.

In this context, the study examines the reciprocal relationship between modernization in its polit-
ical and cultural levels and the role of modernist elites in providing the ideological cover required
to legitimize the state’s abuse of its citizens. It also examines the role of some international cen-
ters and organizations in transforming modernist elites into influential lobbying groups in political
decision-making and which are now in control of shaping the future of the cultural and political
landscape of the region. With regard to the mechanisms of employment, the study endeavors
to monitor the blasphemy of modernist elites in weakening the sanctities of society and destroy-
ing its moral values, which constitutes a serious violation of national consensus and a threat to
peaceful coexistence among the members of society. This moral bleakness, which has received
the official support of the modern state and which is putting the lives of Arab societies at the risk
of collapse and total bankruptcy, calls for accountability of the political regimes that govern these
societies in light of the code of honor that must govern the relationship between the state and
its citizens.

Keywords: National state; Modernization; Blasphemy; Legitimacy; Islamic renewal;
Religious discourse; Reference values
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Abstract

This study examines through a critical and analytical method the required theoretical and
methodological foundations and procedural tools for a scientific elaboration of concepts
and terms. It also deals with the crisis of concepts and terminologies in the Arabic social
discourses resulting from the lack of understanding the origin of concepts. Furthermore,
the study analyzes the ways of translating terminologies into concepts stemming from
the Arabic language on the one hand, and mostly due to the lack of a real understand-
ing of terminology in its cognitive and conceptual origins on the other hand. The study
proceeds from critically analyzing the terminology data in the fields of knowledge and
interacts with concepts and terminology-related issues. It shows that the effectiveness
of concepts in social sciences is based on a fundamental criterion, which is the extent of
scientific effectiveness, comprehensiveness and accuracy of terminology, as it becomes
greatly used in the various fields of discourse and a key for expanding sciences.

Keywords: Social discourse; Discourse analysis; Terms; Concepts
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Abstract

This study sheds light on the external political employment of the Arab minorities in
Iran by regional powers and their impact on the Iranian-Arab relations. These relations
have witnessed over the decades tensions and conflicts for various reasons, which are
lately related to religious and national issues. The Iranian politic in the region — following
a number of regional and national transformations — may have forced the Arab coun-
tries — especially the Gulf countries — to build a similar strategy disproving the Iranian
performance in the region and including the agitation of the Iranian internal situation
through investing into the minorities — particularly the Ahwaz Movement — through po-
litical adoption, support and employment. This contributed to nurturing the Iranian-Arab
gap. How these external powers have politically employed the Arab minorities in Iran?
What is their impact on the Iranian-Arab relations? This study adopts a historical, com-
parative, descriptive and analytical approach, as well as a case study. In the first place,
the most important findings of the study show that the Arab minorities represent the
point of weakness of the current Iranian regime. The regime failed to contain the social
explosions and to limit the protests through the adoption of structural reforms claimed
by the population of the Arab areas, which later turned into separatist demands. In the
second place, the states of the region played a role in nationalist agitation in Ahwaz
through political and financial support and under the pretext of protecting the ethnic and
tribal links between the Ahwazis and the neighboring Arab countries. In the third place,
the Iranian politic in the Arab region, which calls for direct or indirect interference, forced
these states to retaliate transferring the conflict from outside to inside Iran. Finally, the
Arab movement, whether it is conciliatory or violent, constitutes an opportunity to Iran
to interfere and export the Islamic Revolution in its various dimensions in Syria and Ye-
men, which contributed to the complication and the tension in the relations between Iran
and the Arab countries, in particular Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: Minorities; Political employment; National; Iranian-Arab relations
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Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences

Ibn Khaldon Center (IKC) for Human-
ities and Social Sciences is a research
center established in May 2018 by Qatar
University. The Center aims to promote
innovative and interdisciplinary research
in humanities and social sciences, build-
ing human capacity by training a new
generation of leading researchers and
fostering joint research with leading inter-
national scholars to build an international
network of researchers. IKC created sev-
eral partnerships with civil organizations
and research institutions, as well as a re-
search network with several universities
in the Gulf and worldwide.

Its vision is to play a pioneering role in the
Arab and Islamic world towards re-exam-
ining the theoretical orientations of social
sciences and humanities, with a view to
becoming the sought platform and intel-
lectual space for researchers and scien-
tific initiatives in the region and beyond.

The Center’s research agenda spans a
range of substantive areas of importance,
including social sciences, humanities,
area studies, and security and strategic
studies. Its core mission and mandate is
to bridge the gap between the theoretical
studies and actual needs of Muslim-Ar-
ab societies in collaboration with leading
institutions and researchers (locally, re-
gionally and internationally) who share
the Center’s intellectual concerns.
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