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Editorial 22el)ldala

Professor Ibrahim AlKaabi's Message e Al aualpl/.a.ldala
Dean of the General Studies College dolell cslwlyJl a4 aac

I am thankful, proud, and grateful to the Core Curriculum Program (CCP) for the second

. \ ) ye ) WUl 2aeJl jgaunld (Aallg jljicVlg il JAay deoladl culdnio aolipd dagil
issue of "Roya" magazine, which highlights the program's most notable achievements for *

(99 2020/2021 (quulyll olell aobpl eiljla] aal jui (willg . &)" dao oo
pas dga eilaial go dlagll oial (ULl aaell jgua woljy gl &IUaJl guus
@ljabadl o 232 0l 238 aobpdl lia gl sl gisl gallg . qilagll laogy
Loyl oyl aawi laa dajjging phé deols deaw VA (o jic daliagll

the academic year 2020/2021. Fortunately, the magazine's second issue coincides with
Qatar's National Day celebrations. While enhancing Qatar University's reputation and image
through its initiatives, the CCP also effectively prepared students to be agents of change

who support Qatar's vision for sustainable social and economic development in 2030. | duoiill (uacla 1gigay il algpa phé deola dilla alac] (g dleld 6)qunig
would like to congratulate the CCP and its members on this vibrant magazine brimming dJga @§) go (ublaii (qillg ad dlga (g dolaiucall a_,au,;l,-j_amg duclainyl
with accomplishments. iljlaiVu épolell diuaall daoll 0ia dilacig aolpl) Uiias 2030 olel jns.

—
Professor Rana Sobh's Message aua Uj/.a.0 dals
Director of Core Curriculum Program deolalJl ullinio aolp pao
Preparing our graduates for the challenges of life and citizenship in the 21st century remains at the deilin (qé (pinellg galaldl ygpall g dilalgallg 6ualdl cslani daslgo) Ggagsa alac] Jlay
forefront of our priorities at the Core Curriculum Program. We continue our journey of enhancing Ja s saolpll pgini (qé labiay (il lils) Jualgiwg .deolall calilinio golip (g Wibiglgi
the program; more innovative and relevant courses are being developed in collaboration with u< clal Ualijlg dlin yislg 6yairall clpball yjo dsLA] (gle calllall go ygleily g¥ljla
colleges, and exiting courses are being revamped to integrate Educational Excellence alge Juasldaslgalg artatll gbiraillglso yuasildgbllalpasl eaaitgdasi

Jga jgaaiall yuyaill aai alaicl (U] @8LAYL laingya cilauwg phd deola uanll cillagall
Auns deolall cslilinio goliy ylé il draspll cilelaall yginil alall geulg culall
daalgal 6)5iu0 Jgla ayadi (gle aaijad pglaig liula gal gabdl paaill piei gl

. slell aluall Jal o aaileging anlgi @il puall calanill

Themes and better align them with the new QU Qualifications framework. In addition to
adopting a student-centric approach in teaching our courses and striving to develop our
students’ digital competencies, the Core Curriculum Program is determined to develop
students’ entrepreneurial thinking and their ability to provide innovative solutions to address big

challenges for the greater good. W didnlgallg Ll culanil Juadl JAkiy (yaeiuo gygai (il dil (g el (o dlia yuy)
wg09ay ¥ JlacVl algyd . Jlacl algpa paaill (ge yald Ugaya ygy yl sy cuandl gysll
There is no question that, to be better prepared for the challenges of life and citizenship in the new wde ygjaligygearo aad .yayps gl labigaig wlABuall Jay ygogay Js tdyylad Jlocl 2 Ll

-Gl (gl g1 datd ygardug ygpall laly ¥ éun yayall (olho ygpg digrallg caraill

0212 )i Giha goag galiadl (gle 6)aiu0 wlpuei JAal a5 169 (dylell oial Llaranig
ol g (qillg dulialig guyyaill dia clacl aca) gpaVl ealjaliodl ¢po aaell U] dsLAaYU
-AyLANI 6piill 0a (b Wajpig Layle 2gaAll

century, our graduates should be able to think like entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs do not create
businesses; they solve problems and turn them into opportunities. Entrepreneurs are creative,
adaptive and resilient; they see opportunities where others do not and create value in any context.
To this end, innovative curriculum changes and new teaching pedagogies have been introduced,
in addition to many other initiatives to support faculty and students that we highlight in this
newsletter.
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v’ CCP Achievements

CPPTEAM

The UNIV100 course was one of the first courses to return to normal teaching on
campus. The transformation was successful and safe for both staff and students.

The CCP program started implementing the new structure of the Core Curriculum
plans successfully and smoothly in fall 2021 for QU students, and in collaboration with
the concerned colleges.

The CCP successfully introduced new courses such as "Legal Culture 100," "Dialogue of
Civilizations," "Your Health," "Energy for Life," and “Traffic Safety and Human Behavior”. In
addition, other courses such as "Technology in Society" and "Introduction to Digital Media
and Interactive Design," are now being developed and revised.

The Student Handbook in Arabic and English for CCP students was issued this @
semester.

As part of the Core Curriculum Certificate in Teaching (CCCT) program, the CCP
provided professional development for (115) faculty members from different colleges,
who were also awarded the Digital Badge of Excellence in General Education.

The following awards were launched: The CCP Excellence in Teaching Award, in
addition to the following three student awards: E-Portfolio Award, Innovation and
Leadership Award, and Civic Engagement Award.

PAGE 2
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http://www.qu.edu.qa/core/student-information/packages
http://www.qu.edu.qa/core/student-information/student-handbook
http://www.qu.edu.qa/core/awards
http://www.qu.edu.qa/ar/core/student-information/packages
http://www.qu.edu.qa/ar/core/student-information/student-handbook
http://www.qu.edu.qa/ar/core/awards
http://www.qu.edu.qa/ar/core/professional-development/ccc
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oVl 2al
Watch Now

€

Leadership, Innovation and Civic Engagement (UNIV
200) in the Social / Behavioral Sciences Package
(UNIV 200) dregisgll dajliall g 6aludll g Jlaipdl jyb0

dragludl/ dycloinVl oglell dcgans a

oVl 2alb [ > ]
Watch Now

COURSE

® WL

Energy for Life (CHME100) in Core Knowledge and
Skills Package

dcgoao (rad 6uall Jal o (CHME100) dsUall jubo
duwlwll uljlagll g Wjleall

oVl 2alds uVl 2alds [ > ]
Watch Now COURSE Math in Society course (MATH 105) in the Natural Watch Now COURSE Legal Culture (LAWC100) in Core Knowledge and
ciences and Mathematics Package ills Package
Sci d Math ics Pack Skills Pack
E Raiaoll qb Sluabyl jao (MATH 105) degoao cposd &I& wljlacllg Sjleall dcgono gas drigilall dsLail b0
ailualyllg dreuiall ogleoll duyiu )
oVl 2ald uVl 2ald
Watch Now Science for Life course (GSCN 100) in the Natural Watch Now Your Health (PUBH100) in Core Knowledge and Skills
Sciences and Mathematics Package 1 Package

(GSCN 100) csluabyllg dxeuinl oglell dcgano ¢roud
Ll (g oglell jyéo

X

duwluw¥I uljlagdig Wjleodl degano roua Elinn jpdo

oVl 2alds Yl 2alds
Watch Now OURSE Fundamentals of Cyber Security course (CMPS 185) Watch Now COURSE Dialogue of Civilizations (DAWA 222) in Core
in Core Knowledge and Skills Package Knowledge and Skills Package
*' 0 4 (CMPS 185) Ul (1ol el bl jyé0 & O 8 g I)leall degano o (DAWA 222) wiljlanljiga jyb0

duwluwNI aljlagllg Wjleall dcgano (prasd

duwlw¥1 aljlagll
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https://youtu.be/4Y0b_zx_WEY
https://youtu.be/v4RH4vUbaYo
https://youtu.be/_LQ0zBLOivw
https://youtu.be/4Y5ci_WeCDo
https://youtu.be/xKFbtNAPmEo
https://youtu.be/_NLM9AQYDxA
https://youtu.be/y9zEY0og4W0
https://youtu.be/CenaXp5FDm8
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Al-Jawhar Club Events

\)) Al-Jawhar Club Events to view the University’s
requirements program in the 2021 forum

jagall (¢al aulldles

iljydo (e eMaN yagall ¢ab elllesd G}
r.rl (qéilo (@b deolall aililnio aoliy

Al Jawhar Club has chosen to focus on CCP courses, and the different packages offered
by the program to continue its illuminating efforts in promoting awareness among
Qatar University students. As a result, the newly formed student leadership team,
comprised of Iman Ahmed (Club President), Abrar Ahmed (Club Vice President), Esraa
Mohammed (Club Chairman of the Public Relations Committee), Nadine Qazi (Club
Chairperson of the Media Committee), and Omaima Haji (Club Secretary), organized
four events during the 2021 Student Forum Week. These events included an
introduction to the Student Club, the CCP, the several packages offered by the

0329 41 20l dulin (u geq it @6 A all dipnno i yag all ool paiuy
deoln)l ollihio aolp clybo dioal (e cqall clall JYA oo dpall
0ia Jab dlaaidll whsally ol lanyay (gl dalitall cileganallg
olagl a0 @lgall wandl oabidll Gyl o6 13a jil (gleg .cileganal
dinJ duy)) 10080 clpw] g (W ) L) 1aal jlplg (Gall duwd)) 1oal
(@55 caol) qala dauol g (daodeyl dinll ) (als (palg (dolell lsvell
0la culaA’ 199 2021 olel (ilall (qailall equl NA clles il cliab
deolall wlillnio aolip g qgudliall ol spc dayed §1u (¥l willleall

program, and a few additional CCP courses in partnership with other QU colleges.

Some CCP professors and students attended the forum's first day. They highlighted the courses

objectives and their significance to the students who are not majoring in the subject. The first-year seminar

course was emphasized on this day. To highlight this relevance, Sheikha Al-Markhiya, a Qatar University 2021
graduate, shared her experience in the course and its impact on her profession; Throughout her undergraduate
years, the course played a critical part in defining her current and future personal goals.

On the second day of the forum, an interesting conversation took place with a course instructor of
"Mathematics in Society". The instructor outlined the course's content and objectives. Several
students shared their unique perspectives on the course and the various ways in which they used
what they learned in their daily lives. On the third day, Dr. Beinissa introduced the "Psychology"
course. The students expressed their enthusiasm for it. The presentation was full of information about
Psychology and its critical role in personal development. On the final day, Iman Ahmed, the Club's
President, with the assistance of her deputy, Abrar Ahmed, concluded the forum by chatting with
students about the CCP and how to register for the appropriate courses. All students' queries related
to the program courses were addressed. After organizing several competitions throughout the event,
the club awarded valuable prizes to attendees. The club expressed gratitude to everyone who
attended or assisted in organizing the event.
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International Participation

Mr. Kinnan Hossam Al-Qassab is a QU student who participated in organizing and
arbitrating the International Schools Debating Championship from April 4th — 7th,
2021.This competition had eighty international teams. The tournament was hosted by
Qatar Debate Center. Dr. Abdelazeem Sabry, First-Year Seminar instructor urged his
student Hossam to attend and take part in the event. The student who represented
Qatar in this competition performed brilliantly.

Participation in Third Youth Research Forum. The first year seminar students
participated in the Third Youth Research Forum, which took place at Qatar
University on March 25, 2021. The students presented their research projects that
they worked on during the Spring Semester under the supervision of Dr. Fatma
Fadlemula. Their research aimed to examine whether youngsters in Qatar are
connected or disconnected from their cultural identity. Possible
recommendations were made to preserve the Qatari identity while living in a
multicultural environment and challenging the realities of the global world.

Participation in TadTalk. The CCP first year students were active participants in
the TadTalk event that took place on the 5th of April, 2021 in Qatar University. They
presented on how to maintain mental health amidst COVID-19 pandemic, aiming to
determine the impact of COVID-19 on the psychology of individuals. They worked on
this project in Fall 2020 under the supervision of Dr. Fatma Fadlemula. Their results
showed that, unfortunately, 50% of the respondents were unaware of the mental
health services provided by Qatari health organizations.

PAGE 5
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Mrs. Arij Yehya, a CCP Instructor, published a research paper entitled: Mental dlinl dudéeoll daunll (gle alaadl 6l e Wale ling (quas au)l /1 copdu
Health during the First Wave of the COVID-19 Pandemic: Examining Perceived dlaoll (@ cuagl pis a5 .COVID-19 Lgpa dalla o (gUgVl dagall JYA
Stress among Qatar University Students Student depression, anxiety, and ol cuadlalai 289.2021 ole uauweiOpen Journal of Depression dugall
stress have been on the rise recently, according to this paper published in the -dualal cilgiudl (g yigillg Glallg wliiayl dua)) duiayc JiAllgila ddinll
Open Journal of Depression (August 2021). wde 1l ggay cuny léeg luwdi ddall ach da1a candl il Lo

.éii_lg‘)lchifiingLhm;"‘ A ddéell aainm

In October 2021, Dr. Fatma Kayan, a CCP instructor, published a research paper

entitled: A Critical Review of Qatari Research on STEM Education in Qatar in The International Journal of dugall dlaall (@8 ling s dalald /a cupis
the International Journal of Humanities Education, which was indexed by 2021 pgial (qé yrgaw el aclgs (g6 daingll Humanities Education
Scopus. This study provides a critical review of Qatari Science, Technology, gag (A Critical Review of Research on STEM Education in Qatar :ylgie;
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) literature using bibliographic databases. dwaially Uaglgifillg oglely déleioll wilwall dealo (gl Baa ciny

uélyégulil eablul aclgd oladiml elig qgasi JAuiu phd (g calualylg

Fruitful Collaboration with the Qatari Ministry of Culture & Sports :igpasll dalypllg dasLaill 8ljg o yoio yglei
Ministry of Culture and Sports in Qatar contracted Mr. Sami Arar to aslalll 8yhjg &o ygleill e (golw .1 &yl
publish an Arabic translation of an English book entitled: dyjpdaiNl delll go QUA) deap jlanl dypasll
“India, From Midnight to the Millennium and Beyond’ rylgie) dypell dell (qJ]

* laaey log dxal¥l (@] daiell o ..2iall"

djta0 dginy Jlacl

Distinguished Research Grants/Publications:

Dr. Saba Qadi with her research team members were granted an ;1:3::},1;%- wle (hadl ladyyé go .M plu (@ (quals luw /2 Jgoa aj
A L 5 St

(NPRP3S-0120-200120) by the Qatar National Research Fund R ‘::MDDJ%}JQM.JQM. ggaiball o &Jgao daio (qag NPRPIFS-.IT.-[..I.  a8) daio

(QNRF) in January 2021. The study is entitled: “Exploring Gender T ﬁrﬁﬁﬁfﬂ“ rone Exploring :ylg—ies «(NPRP) (qalell é¢rayl dylcp) gpasll

Member of Qatar Foundation

«Gender and Academic Leadership Development in Qatar

.6anigll dalagll (g9 Gl deoly o ygleilU

and Academic Leadership Development in Qatar”, in collaboration

with the University of Reading in the United Kingdom.
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35l CCP Events

Student Showcase: Projects Using 3D Printing Technology in CCP
Courses.

On April 14th, 2021, and November 17th, 2021, the CCP held two virtual
exhibitions in which samples of students’ projects for the (Innovation,

Webinar: Future Jobs and Preparing Students for the Digital
Revolution's Challenges by Dr. Bouthaina Hassan Al-Ansari

In February 2021, the CCP hosted Dr. Bouthaina Hassan Al-Ansari, an expert in
Strategic Planning and Human Development, in a Webinar on "Future Jobs and
Preparing Students for the Digital Revolution's Challenges."

First Year Seminar students’ Research Presentations

During Spring and Fall 2021, the CCP hosted a virtual research exhibition for
students in the First Year Seminar. As part of the exhibition, participants
showcased their research findings which focused on societal problems.

In September 2021, the CCP hosted a webinar entitled (Success Story of a Qatar
University Graduate: Yes, You Can!). The webinar was delivered by Ms. Fatima
Sultan Al Kuwari, Head of Human Resources at Ooredoo Group
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i CCP Events

Mr. Nayef Al-Ibrahim, founder of “ibTECHar” for Digital Solutions delivered a
webinar entitled: (Yes. You Can Innovate) for students in the Innovation,

Leadership and Civic Engagement (UNIV 200) course in Fall, 2021.

Ms. Jawaher Al-Mana, a licensed ELAF Train Center expert motivator
and trainer, delivered a webinar entitled (Civic Engagement in Qatar: Problems
and Solutions) during Spring 2021. To prepare students for responsible lives, the
webinar introduced the concept of civic engagement, which covered topics such
as community service that attempts to improve the quality of life and teamwork.
The webinar also explored societal issues and proposed critical, creative, and
practical solutions to bring about change.

+ it a8 v 9w
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Dr. Manal Al-Obaid
"Teaching Is Not Just a Job, it is a Passion."

"Teaching is more than just a job for me; it is a source of great joy and a strong

desire to help others. To be honest, whenever | learn something new, | cannot

stop myself from passing it forward to people who need it most. Education is
one of the finest and fastest ways to influence people since everyone has an
impact on those around them."

When asked about her journey, Dr. Manal replied:

At the University of Khartoum, Dr. Manal studied Computer Science for a bachelor's degree and a
master's degree in artificial intelligence before completing her Ph.D. in the same field. “My passion for
teaching began when | was in elementary school, where | taught the local kids, whose mothers were
immensely thrilled. There was more room for such activities when | was in college; even on weekends,
| used to have a get-together with my neighborhood ladies to discuss topics of mutual interest.
Wherever | travel, | keep up this habit!, Dr. Al-Obaid said.

When asked about Qatar University, she replied, "In 2016, | began working at Qatar
University as a researcher at the College of Engineering. Right now, I'm in charge of coordinating First
Year Seminar course (UNIV 100) at the Core Curriculum Program (CCP), Deanship of General Studies
(DGS)!" Regarding coordinating First Year Seminar, she added: " When we work with a collaborative and
highly qualified team, this task becomes smooth. Everyone shares and cares despite his/her teaching
duties; everyone strives for development and tries their best." In a typical academic year, there are 160
sections with 4,000 students enrolled. UNIV 100 is a course that is more like coaching than teaching
because it delivers the essential skills students need at university. The course has many students,
therefore designing teaching plans and standardized classroom assessments must be done carefully to
ensure quality and fairness.

With regards to the Freshmen Learning Communities, she said

“With the goal of providing students with the optimum practices in higher education, Qatar
University is continually looking for ways to improve student competence. It was a privilege to
supervise this new initiative with Prof. Rana Sobh, the CCP Director. Students will be more likely
retained at university and achieve higher academic goals if they are more closely associated with
their college environment. This will help remove some of the barriers students may encounter and
provide them with more chances to build friendships and get involved in extra-curricular activities
that they enjoy.

In reference to her connection to Qatar University, Dr. Al-Obaid said:

"l spent most of my life in the Gulf Cooperating Countries (GCC) since | was a kid. | founded and
coordinated the Female Department of Computer Sciences at King Faisal University. Besides, |
worked as an Assistant Professor and course coordinator at the Faculty of Computer Sciences at
Ajman University in the United Arab Emirates (UAE)."

PAGE 9

After these many workstations, | am pleased to
belong to Qatar University, and | find myself proud of
working here because of its prestigious status,
especially that | work with a cooperative and
dedicated team under an outstanding leadership, in a
highly professional academic atmosphere, that

values knowledge and teachers.
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