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What makes
one professor

By Salwa Al-Khalifa and Isra
Abdul-Aziz

Alam is one of those students who took an advice from her
counselor not to take a course until next year as it wasn’t
Ask QU student Aisha Alam her assessment important, and being told by her adviser after the add or drop
week that it would make her one year late from graduation.
Her case draws a very important question about whether
answer comes up fast and blunt: “Negative students should immediately trust their advisers in taking
and unconstructive role.” . subjects and following their study plans, or whether they
should take a second opinion. Another question that should
be taken into consideration is whether those advisers are

of academic advising and the unflinching

Iglal Ahmed

From the first day of freshman year , stu- really qualified enough to help students take such important
. dents are assigned an academic adviser to decisions about their academic life. .
A d m uide them until their eraduation. however Alaa Bashir faced an opposite problem of taking a course
Ca e IC 8 8 ’ ’ only to find out she wasn’t supposed to take it. She used the
| [ ] in spite of the fact that the adviser is sup- online system of the university to review her plan to find out
4= posed to play a positive role in academic that the plan is no longer valid .
adVI SI n g at devel h d | The academic advisers have their take on the issue.
. . evelopment of the students, many fee Azza El Nayal, an academic adviser in the sociology
By Zelnalb Hammoud and Sa.rah Mouelhl frustrated by the process. department maintained that advisers are victims of
R . . . confusion. The ever changing study plans and rules of the
Qatar University professars hail ftom dozens of countrics and Q U . university make it extremely difficult to guide students into a

cultures. They are all here to ostensibly use their education and

. . specific path. She also said that sometimes she tells students
experience to teach a new generation of students.

to take a course, then later on gets surprised by the fact that
these courses no longer exist in the new plan.

" A fixed plan is the first step into stable advising,” El Nayal
said. She added that if students are aware of which subjects
they must take from the first day in their major, many
registration problems can be avoided.

Moreover, counselors at Qatar University face many
challenges in understanding the registration system of the
university. Academic advisers such as Iglal Ahmed — who is
both an adviser and a lecturer in the department of English
Literature and Linguistics - struggle to understand the

winlle enociner
i nroceed
2ins & euel with

Some are obsessed with winning popularity contests by being “the finest instructor is the one who depends more on the practical so instead he uses summarized PowerPoint presentations that registration system here. Even the program that trains the
pushovers and allocating inflated grades to the delight of their assignments and not just on the theoretical ones.” expose more pictures and graphs in reference to what is taught in teachers at Qatar University to be advisers fails to prepare
students. Others can be strict taskmasters and frankly a pain in the A for being a memorable professor, it all depends on the teaching advertising books. - them to deal with changes that the system faces every now
neck to those enrolled in their classes. Others stride a happy medium  methods used in class. Economics major Maha Sinno argued that the ~ Sarah al Mohannadi, a translation instructor from the English and then.

by being demanding but fair and imparting knowledge in new best teaching methods are those that that contain “debates and class Literature department had an opposing point of view. Al Mohannadi Ahmed suggested that a radical overhaul in both the
creative ways which don’t induce stress or sleep. participation.” does not consider herself a good instructor. “To be honest, I am not academic advising program and the registration system is
Finance major Hiba Hammoud said the most interesting professors According to Robert Meeds, an advertising instructor in the mass satisfied. I was a better teacher three years ago.” She added that she needed to put an end to all the student issues with the study
are those who engage students with teamwork. “ A professor with communication department, a successful instructor is one who still uses traditional devices such as books, whiteboard and assigns a plans. The ever-changing study plans have created broad
a good sense of humor keeps everyone in class with wide open creates a healthy teaching strategy, is accurate, on top of the subject,  lot of homework. She pointed out that the best way for getting good issues for students, specifically for those who are in the
eyes,” she said. Dhia Moussa in electrical engineering expressed and “most importantly likes teaching as a career.” When asked grades is by taking notes in class. “ I don’t like being so strict with transitional period between the old and the new plan.
preference for those teachers who push their students * to study whether he considers himself a good instructor, he confidently students, instead I am very easy going,” she quipped.

more for their quizzes making it things easier for midterms and answered: “Oh, yeah I do, I always think that things can get better.”

finals.” While Mariam Safi in environmental science, declared that He also argued that sometimes using books can be a waste of time,

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Arabic chic: hundreds flock from across the
globe to take part in acclaimed program

.

/ n an interview is blown out of proportion. “A five minute interview takes

three weeks to be accomplished," said Fatimah Ahmed a third year mass
"What are you doing?.” "We cannot help you". These communication student.

negative refrains are familiar to mass com students. A simple request for

How did the program start at QU? bridges to another culture. Language is not just sounds and . . . .
By Yassin Idris and Khalifa Al Baker The program can be traced back to decree No 7 in 1986 to sentences. It embodies a particular culture and civilization. Xii?oini;?ﬁxztareaggisn};ionll‘?r?; g:)iﬁii??:g;{t?ocs:e‘{ ?:rl f:;n:haesypggno; ?OC;EZS;?;%ETSS&EEC usual
establish an Arabic language unit for non-native speakers. The What is the application process? . . . . . . . '
- Stlarted e lin 1952 gtul(lielnts — frog allI:)ver the A stu C;em zarF gplplylgn dp}r)(;yeall the fees. Or get a highly "Respect is what we are looking for," Ahmed said. She pointed out that just getting an appointment for an
For the past five years, the Arabic language program for world to learn Islamic culture and the Arabic language. competitive scholarship from QU. The duration of the program mtteltrvwgv requlresdsever;ﬁ V1s1t§ t(;1 the source’s (t)lfﬁge. ﬁ;hma% Iilddeddthat_e\ie? \glthtari ?po;ntme_ntl; sou_riles tend
non-native speakers at QU has grown in leaps and bounds Any agreements with other universities? is one academic year. Admission decision is based on number il'?tl ot.s OY Ptpt an Wtou P n((i)lt. ot }e;r to ?‘(;‘SYYS;h elr.pﬂ(l) ne. etsFu Ei?ttﬁst:’,,t Ifus rta :’ da;l,h P ar(lilc l}<, ‘th so
thanks to the encouragement by the university president and We inked an agreement with Ecole Normale Superieure de Paris  of applicants and number of available scholarships. The latter "IWE ime le olir_lee fa ,eat 1(1;6, she Szl "' i Nere l;h © rzs;[):c mde} a}'l a frustrate (Iinet as ed.
fieans 01,6 colleges._ The demand has zoomed to the current 400 to organize an intensive course for 20 students. There is also cover visa and residence permit costs. RT airfare from home f.lt nga.re as fing dolrl 15 Otho. Oli(r.ﬁ) t’) S.alt otgr I.Itlfl ; ccort.mg to hiet, n}%?S cotrln SE enlf gf'et t(t)h d
international applicants. . . one with University of Kerala (India) where we will send them country. Full board university housing. For those without a practice ,1?;11' c’ra I?nt Oﬁe 6;)“ s lt Td y m erﬁc }ing wi cofo;;eiia ve SOH;?CSB t(t);ll s 01; seled the trull an
Dr Abdulla Abdulrahman, who heads the program is branching the content of the program. There are also bilateral agreements scholarship, tuition costs up to $1,800 per semester, in addition report it. That’s what we have been told since the first year of studying media. But the real world is not allowing

out this year to offer a slew of new cooperative services. These us to report anything! “ Noor said.
include intensive two-week courses for more than 35 Sorbonne
University students, teaching high school students from Paris.
The program will also send instructors to Darul Houda Islamic
University of India.

Here’s what he had to say about the different facets of the

program:

with universities in Ukraine, Indonesia, South Korea, in addition  to fees for university or private residence housing

to George Town university in the U.S.

What do you think about the issue of foreign language learning ]
in general?

I am confident that each language opens to the individual a new
window on the world. Learning another language helps build

She claimed that getting a permit to cover an event requires talking to about half a dozen people and explaining
to each one of them what is the purpose of the shoot.
Mona Mahmoud, a second year student in mass communication, was about to be allegedly suspended from the

university just for holding the camera and trying to shoot something inside the activity building. "What did I

do to be suspended," said an outraged Mahmoud. "Instructors or even the head of the department should have
contacts with the people in charge in the university administration to facilitate things for mass communication
students," she demanded.

Aisha Jassim, a journalism student, suggested that mass communication should have something like ID cards

given by the university administration that identify them to others. In that case, students would work more freely,
“ sources and officials would show cooperation.
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Q: Why did you choose Durham University for your graduate
education?

The city of Durham at the time had a reasonable number of Qatari
students living there. It is a small, serene place which I found quite
pleasant. Add to that the sterling reputation it had among British
universities.

Q: What is the main difference between QU now and then?
During our time, QU was small with a total student population

of about 120 students of both genders. We were like a family.
Everybody knew each other. Now it’s like a whole city with a
plethora of specialties and colleges

Q: Any advice from one of your instructors that you want to pass to
today’s students?

Most instructors wanted me to pursue graduate studies. I didn’t
quite understand what they meant by all that since I was not
thinking about it. After I finished by graduate studies I fully
understood what they wanted me to achieve.

Q: What advice do you have for us?

I would advise the young men to benefit from the many educational
and work opportunities that the country offers to them. We may be
in a blessed society-and we ask God to continue his blessing-this
may prompt some to become indolent . My students, you are still
at the beginning of your life. This is the stage for deploying efforts.
Work and study should be your personal mottos. Be ready for the
future. Man was created to seek the best. Our religion is that is that
of endeavor and not failure.

Q: During your studies at QU what changes did you want to
implement and you actually managed to change after you became
president

I wanted more specializations. In those days there were few
specialties and new ones were not easy to start. For instance,

I wanted to study psychology but I ended up with geography.

The available specializations consisted of history, geography,
English and Shari’a. Currently, you have countless specializations,
especially for female students.

Q: What is your favorite academic subject?

Math. When in secondary school I would come home and start
doing math exercises. I don’t remember hating any subjects. I
usually went along and studied whether I liked the subject or not.
Math is the foundation of all sciences. I learned from math how to
concentrate and think logically.

Q: What is the first thing you do when you get to your office?

I read my email and take care of yesterday’s unfinished business.
Q: Do you mix business with private life?

I can’t completely detach myself from work and home life. New
technologies hook us to work round the clock. But I prefer to keep
both separate. It all depends on your personality.

Q: If a guest visits QU, what would you like to showcase for this
visitor?

I would tell him the history of the place and that it is the oldest and
largest in the country. I would also explain the role of the university
in Qatar. Of course this is subject to the visitor’s interests and
purpose of the visit.

Q: Are there plans to make QU a coed campus just like the
universities at Education City. Would you favor such a move?
Qatar University was never coed and will never be. The university

was built as an institution where the genders are separated. I
personally believe in that mission. This is the society we live in
and there is no point in finding alternatives which are alien to our
way of life. Education quality is equal between men and women,
so there is no point in imposing on society new norms it may not
be ready to accept. In addition, separating men from women gives
a better opportunity to the latter to seek higher education. The

aim of the state is to have every member of society capable of
enrolling at the university. This topics gets stirred up from time to
time, but there is no kernel of truth in it. We are a society with its
specificities and we have to respect those. Gender separation is the
right and better choice for Qatar University.

Q: Logistically, what are the things that QU needs?

We need a lot because of the increasing number of students. There
are plans to expand buildings. Some of these have been done, such
as the research one and the administration and new library. There
is also the engineering building since it houses a major college.
Currently , student services building is undergoing improvements.
We need to place all student services under one roof so that the
student does not go all over the place to seek help. This is a priority
to the administration. There will be a separate building for the
college of law and another one for CAS labs. We will old buildings
and let’s not forget the new on- campus student dorms which are
currently in construction.

Q: When will work start on QU stadium 2022?

We meet with the 2022 committee on a weekly basis about the
2022 stadium. We are responsible for the planning. The design is
under wraps. The location will be adjacent to the old stadium. The
current sports buildings will be restored too.

Q: Where were you when Qatar won as world cup host? What was
your reaction?

I was at home following the event. It was a day of tension,
anticipation and elation. It was an emotional moment for everybody
when the moment of announcement came.

Q: Is Dr. Sheikha Al-Misnad aware of a Twitter account devoted to
criticizing the university by dwelling on negatives. Have you read
it?

Social media are part of today’s life and cannot be ignored. At

the university we follow these media because they are platforms
for people’s concerns and criticisms. We want to put our finger
on student issues and concerns and whether we can solve these.

I am quite aware of what is published about the university in the
social media because that’s where I get to know the students, their
problems and views of the university.

Q: Are there any criticisms that irritate the administration?
Sometimes when criticism is overdone and verges into libeling an
individual, and that is legally unacceptable. However , opinions
are acceptable. That goes with the territory. It’s part of university
life and one gets to know both sides of an argument.

Q: How do you see Qatar University in 2030?

In 2030, I hope to see the university completing all of its
construction plans and that it is considered one of the 10 best
universities in the Middle East.

Q: Do you think the private school system in Qatar contributes to
the preparation of students to enter higher education?

In the past 15 years, the state has invested heavily in education.
Changes in education, whether in general terms or in higher
education do not come easily. Education is part of cultural and
economic norms. The head of the household and his views about
education play a considerable role how it is accepted. No country
has invested in education as Qatar has done. History bears witness
to this. But we have to wait a little longer to see the full results of
this investment.

Q: After taking over as president in 2003, what are your proudest
achievements?

All the achievements are due to team work. The most prominent
is that this is now an independent institution administratively and
financially. I am pleased with how the state views our graduates. In
the past that view was elusive and not always to our liking. Today,
many CEOs send us thank you notes about our graduates and
express their preference to employ our students. This is the most
important achievement for us as workers at this university.

Photos by Yassin Idris

TIMES

Mass Com Journalism Student Newspaper - Spring 2013 your community voice

By Ahmad Al- Sayed and
Khalid Al-Naama

Tradionally, soccer has been the
main sports attraction for Qatari
youth. But Mohammed Al-Amer,
a 19-year-old international affairs
student, chose a northern climes
sports which gets scant attention in
smoldering Doha. Unfazed he went
about to assemble the first Qatari
hockey team.

The budding champ talked to

Q Times about how he came to
hockey, his plans and what excites
him about this sports

Disney movie

proves an inspiration
for QU hockey rookie

Why hockey? So the idea of playing ice hockey wasn’t there until they built ~ The committee is importing new equipment for us to play

I dabbled in many sports, such as football, basketball, ice rinks in Doha.
volleyball, tennis, swimming, 8-ball pool, karate, and What do you expect from the country for the first Qatari and play in. Furthermore, there are plans to go to training
tackwondo. However, I did not find myself in these sports. hockey team? camps in countries where hockey is strong to learn and gain
But I tried skating at City Center ice rink and found myself Although I expect a lot, it all depends on the team. But the experience.

improving quickly and then I tried to play hockey for the country is already doing more than enough to support us.

first time in 2007. I found I was a pioneer in this sports, so I
thought about teaching others and eventually represent Qatar
in competitions

How did you get interested in hockey?

When I was young, I watched Disney movies and among
these were the 3 mighty duck movies where there was ice
hockey. I found that inspirational and got hooked.

When was the first time you played hockey?

As I'said before, the first time was just for fun around 2007.
But as basic hockey with equipment and with a team, it was
in 2009

As the founder of the first hockey team in Qatar, tell us how
you got the idea to start such a team here?

First of all, I needed a to assemble a number of players. So

I started to invite people to play once a week at the City
Center ice rink, and it cost each one of us 35 QR. Then I
thought since we have enough players to start a team, we
invited the Olympic Committee to come and watch us play.
They started to give us the support for this unique sport.

Who supported you to play this game?

My father and friends. My mother rejected the whole idea
because she has an image that’s a violent sport.

What were the difficulties and challenges that you faced
when you first started the team?

Finding time and effort from the other players to play this
game, in addition to the money , since we were young and we
spent a lot of our money to buy the equipment and pay the ice
rink rental.

Here in Qatar hockey is not popular as much as soccer. In
your opinion what are the reasons behind that?

We are in the Gulf and we can’t see ice without refrigerators.

the game and also hired a coach. We have a place to practice
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With the spring 2013 issue, we
celebrate the continuation of mass
communication department’s
publication of the bilingual student
newspaper.

The first issue back in spring 2011
was published by six students in the
investigative reporting class. The
second issue, put together by the
multimedia reporting class, had 20
students. Now with the third issue, the
reporting staff has reached 42 male and
female print and broadcast journalism
students all enrolled in the multimedia
reporting class. Each student had to
write two articles for the newspaper.
As it happens in the working press,

of the total 84 articles, only a fraction
made it to the newspaper because of
space considerations.

This is a labor of love and enthusiasm
by the reporting staff. Sure there

were some laggards, as in any other
class, but the majority demonstrated
an uncanny sense of what grabs the
public’s attention. Reporters went
beyond the ordinary in looking for
neglected stories which needed to be
told. They set timidity and diffidence
aside by pushing the envelope here
and there because they believed in
their mission of providing truth and
transparency.

Was everything perfect? Did the
adviser flirt with meltdowns? No

and yes. There were the inevitable
moments of missing names,
convoluted and opaque sentences,

or inserted opinion. It goes with the
territory. A student newspaper is a lab
and a hands on learning experience for
the future media professionals.

Suffice to say that the budding
reporters demonstrated diligence,
creativity and ability to craft their
ideas in media consumer-friendly
packages.

A tip of the hat in appreciation to those
young men and women who devoted
their time, energy and imagination to
make this a possible. We owe it to you.

QU President

In an exclusive interview with

Q Times, Prof. Sheikha Abdulla Al-
Misnad reminisces about the past and
her current work

In her own words:

I am Sheikha Abdulla Al Misnad,

Qatar University President. I hold
a PhD in Education. I received my
bachelor’s from QU, master’s from

UK. I returned to QU as department
head, VP, and eventually as president.
I enjoyed the invaluable experience
that each step ....

Q: What are your hobbies?
Reading. I was a voracious reader
at school. I particularly like novels
which depict historical aspects of a
society. I enjoy the realism in those
books.

Q: What was the last book you read
that impressed you?

The Pirate, by Qatari author Abdul
Aziz Al Mahmoud. It was an
historical novel and very enjoyable
to read. Am pleased when Arab
authors win prizes.

Q: Do you like the literary work of
Qatari authors? Why?

I read all Qatari authors because they
are in touch with society’s pulse

Q: How to spend your free time?
With my children

Q: Which is your favorite sports?

I like to walk. I sometimes do that
on campus. It is through walking
that I get to feel the soul of the place.
Walking makes me pay attention to
aspects I may have overlooked

Q: Do you like to watch movies and
listen to music?

I do like movies but currently I
rarely see any. Great movies are
few and far in between. Only those
which have won awards and discuss
social issues are worth seeing. I
don’t like horror or sci fi movies. I
listen to music while am driving. I
have no preferred genre but if I had
to choose, I would opt for classical
music.

Q: What are you memories of Al
Khor?

I miss it and look forward to visiting
it. I was born and raised there. Our
house overlooked the beach and the
sea was an integral part of our life.
Q: Which locales in Qatar you like
to visit?

1 like to go to Souq Wagqif especially
in the morning where everything is
so peaceful. Katara is on the list too.
Q: Are you proficient in other
languages other than Arabic and
English?

I am fluent in Arabic and English.
Would like to learn French, alas
there is no time for that.

Q: If you were not an academic what
kind of career would be attractive

to you?

I would have liked to be an author,
especially one who writes historical
novels

Q: Since you have studied abroad,
what do you think of studying at
foreign universities? Would you
advice our female students to do so?
When I went abroad for my master’s
and doctorate, in those days it was
difficult for a Qatari woman to go

to a foreign land to seek education.
Nowadays, it’s so much easier.
Studying abroad has some positive
aspects among them self —reliance ,
independence and getting to know a
new culture. Needless to say there
are some difficulties too. Separation
from family can be debilitating, the
culture may be totally alien to the
student.

Let’s not forget that studying abroad
depends what’s available at local
universities. In general it’s preferable
that an undergraduate degree should

be obtained locally since there are
many specializations available
nationally. As far graduate education
is concerned there is no harm to seek
at a foreign university, especially

the major is not available here. It

is an invaluable experience and the
student will be mature enough to
handle it.
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