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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Together We Shape the Future through Excellence in Teaching, Scholarship, and Leadership.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES (Checked if addressed in this course)

Teaching
1. Content: Demonstrate a deep and thorough understanding of the key theories and concepts of the subject matter.

2. Pedagogy: Ensure effective planning for instruction and the use of multiple learning and pedagogical content strategies to maximize student learning and promote critical thinking.
3. Technology: Evaluate and use current and emerging technologies in instructionally powerful ways and to assist in the management of educational environment.
4. Diversity: Respond to every student’s uniqueness and foster successful learning experiences by meeting individual differences.
Scholarship
5. Scholarly Inquiry: Understand the tools and methods of inquiry and use data-driven decision making to maximize teaching and learning.
6. Problem Solving: Gather, analyze, and plan a sequence of steps to achieve learning objectives: process a variety of factors in identifying solutions and making sound, well-informed decisions.

Leadership
7. Ethical Values: Apply professional ethics in all educational contexts and have enduring respect for self-confidence in teaching as a profession.

8. Initiative: Demonstrate the qualities of effective leadership to plan with vision and reason, collaborate with all stakeholders, and communicate effectively in interpersonal and public contexts.
Course Description

This course aims at providing the candidates with essential procedures of assessment of individuals with exceptional learning needs. It covers topics such as types of educational assessment, issues in assessing children with special needs, and skills needed to undertake assessment. Emphasis is placed on analysis of evaluation of learners’ work in order to prepare and apply individualized programs and activities.

Course OBJECTIVES

1. Describe policies and procedures for assessment of individuals for screening, referral, identification, and placement in special education. 
2. Understand legal provisions, regulations, and guidelines regarding unbiased assessment and use of psychometric instruments and instructional assessment measures in special education. 

3. Use various types of assessment strategies and procedures appropriately, observing testing protocols and taking into account the limitations of each type of testing instrument.
4. Use assessment information in making instructional decisions and planning individual programs that result in appropriate placement and intervention for all individuals with exceptional learning needs. 
5. Demonstrate appropriate, valid methods of monitoring progress of individuals with exceptional learning needs. 

6. Adapt and modify existing assessment tools and methods to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of individuals with exceptional learning needs.

7. Apply ethical standards in definition and identification procedures for individuals with exceptional learning needs, including individuals from culturally and/or linguistically backgrounds
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Delineate the steps in the assessment process in Qatar for students with special educational needs.
2. Define key, foundational terms of measurement and assessment.

3. Describe the major types of assessment strategies and indicate the situations for which each is appropriate.

4. Describe how assessment information was used by a school to determine the placement and educational program for a student with special needs.

5. Develop a progress monitoring system to meet the academic needs of an exceptional learner.
6. Describe how instruction could be modified given actual or sample data in such a progress monitoring system.

7. Describe major approaches to modifying assessment tools and methods for different kinds of exceptionalities as well as the effects of such modifications on the properties of the tools and assessment process.

8. Describe the ethical issues that might arise in a given case study of the assessment of a student with special needs, as well as the steps to take to address those issues.

Accommodations for Special Needs
If any student in the course has a disability, either permanent or temporary, that may adversely affect her or his performance in the course, please contact Qatar University’s Special Needs Section for students to obtain the appropriate accommodations. Please also let the instructors know if you feel comfortable in doing so.

Person First Language

All educators must practice the person-first language that places a focus on the person rather than his/her disability.  In your oral and written communication, students in this program are expected to be role model and practice it.

Use of Blackboard
Students must visit the course site on Blackboard to view periodical announcements, posted course materials, grade book, and discussion board activities.

COURSE MATRIX

	Unit Learning Outcomes
	QNPS
	Course Objectives
	Course Learning Outcomes
	Assessment (Tasks/Artifacts)

	Content
	7, 9
	1, 2
	1, 2, 3
	Examination

	Pedagogy
	2
	3, 4, 6
	4, 7
	Test Review

	Diversity
	8
	4, 5
	5, 6
	CBM Assignment

	Problem Solving
	3
	7
	8
	Essay


Course Content and Calendar
	Week
	Topics
	Readings

	1

February 13
	Introduction to the course

Context for assessment

Legal and ethical considerations
	Salvia et al. (2010)

Chapters 1 & 2

	2

February 20
	Test scores & how to use them

Technical adequacy
	Salvia et al. 

Chapters 2, 3, & 9

	3

February 27
	Using test adaptations & accommodations
Evaluating tests
	Salvia et al. 

Chapters 9 & 5

	4

March 6
	Making instructional decisions

Making special education eligibility decisions
	Saliva et al. 

Chapters 20 & 21

	5

March 13
	Measures of intelligence

Measures of adaptive behavior

Assessment of intellectual disabilities and autism spectrum disorders
	Salvia et al. 

Chapter 14 & 18

	6

March 20
	Assessments of academic achievement

Assessment of learning disabilities
	Salvia et al.

Chapter 10

	7

March 27
	Midterm Exam
	

	8

April 3rd
	NO CLASS
	

	9

April 10
	Teacher-made tests

Managing classroom assessment
	Salvia et al. 

Chapters 7 & 8

	10

April 17
	Curriculum-based measures (CBM)

Test review assignment due
	Readings to be assigned

	11

April 24
	Assessing behavior through observation

Measures of social and emotional behavior

Assessment of emotional and behavioral disorders
	Salvia et al.

Chapters 6 & 16

	12

May 1
	Assessment of hearing impairments 
	Salvia et al.

Chapter 22

	13

May 8
	Assessment of students with visual impairments
	Salvia et al.

Chapter 23

	14

May 15
	Assessment of physical disabilities, other health impairments, and traumatic brain injury
	Readings to be assigned

	15

May 22
	Assessment of transition areas

Course wrap-up
	Readings to be assigned

	16

May 29
	Start of Final Exam Week

Final Reflective Essay Due
	


assignments/assessments

1. Midterm examination. This in-class examination will cover the more foundational, theoretical materials presented in the first part of the course.
2. Test review assignment. Each student will collect information and resources about assessments available in Arabic, appropriately normed on Arab students, and used in Qatar or other Arab countries for one of three areas—measures of intelligence, achievement, or adaptive behavior. Students will evaluate the measures using the guidelines in Chapter 9 of the Salvia, Ysseldyke, and Bolt text. Copies of each student’s assignment will provided to the other students so that everyone will have a resource folder about assessments in Arabic.
3. Developing a curriculum-based measure. For this assignment, students will develop one or more curriculum-based measures that can be used to assess student progress in a curriculum and the effects of a teacher’s instruction. This may occur in support of a particular school’s efforts or it may involve a hypothetical situation. Details about this assignment, as well as its due date, will be determined later in the course. 
4. Final reflective essay. The purpose of this assignment is, at the conclusion of the course, to reflect upon what has been learned about assessment and evaluation procedures used in Qatar and other parts of the Arab world and the assessment measures that are available in Arabic vis-à-vis the more theoretical and best practice components about assessment presented in the course. For example, to what extent is there congruence between what should be occurring and what is occurring? What areas are strong? What areas need strengthening, and what might be ways to do this? Also, students will reflect on how what they have learned in the course and the resources they now have will inform their future work as leaders in special education. Such reflection will also address ethical practices in both assessment and special education in general.
Course Grading System

Midterm examination




20 points

Test review assignment



30 points

Curriculum-based measurement assignment

30 points

Final reflective essay




20 points

Textbook
Salvia, J., Ysseldkyke, J. E., & Bolt, S. (2010). Assessment in special and inclusive education (11th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth
Appendix

Qatar National Professional Standards for Teachers

students in effective learning

1. Structure innovative and flexible learning experiences for individuals and groups of students.

2. Use teaching strategies and resources to engage students in effective learning.

3. Foster language literacy and numeracy development.

4. Create safe, supportive, and challenging learning environments.

5. Construct learning experiences that connect with the world beyond school.

6. Apply information and communication technology in managing student learning.

7. Assess and report on student learning.

8. Apply knowledge of students and how they learn to support student learning and development.

9. Apply teaching/subject area knowledge to support student learning.

10.  Work as a member of professional teams.

11. Build partnerships with families and the community.

12. Reflect on, evaluate, and improve professional practice.
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