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OVERVIEW

The PhD in Biological and Environmental Sciences (PhD BES) is an interdisciplinary
full-time program that builds on the earlier MSc in Environmental Science and new
MSc in Biomedical Sciences. This program serves other biology based MSc degree
holders upon approval of the program committee.

Its mission is to provide students with the most advanced research skills enabling
them to carry out research independently, publishing and showing innovations and
creativity.

The PhD Program in Biological and Environmental Sciences has a sense of social
and scholar community, so that students participate in the program by their research.
Through this PhD program, professionals and leaders in the field will be available for
regional, national and global competitiveness.

Being innovative and interdisciplinary in nature, this PhD program will accommodate
students with different science backgrounds yet give freedom for specializations in
areas of national research priorities such as health and environmental domains.

CURRICULUM AND PLAN

This PhD degree can be obtained through a study plan composed of 4 concentrations
In:

« Cell and Molecular Biology

+ Environmental Science

+ Ecosystems and Marine Sciences

« Biotechnology

It is emphasized on the development of core of required courses and electives of par-
ticular relevance to the needs in Qatar and the curriculum is developed in the context
of the Benchmark Statement of the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) of the United
Kingdom as well as incorporating the Quality standards of the commission on colleges
of the southern association colleges and schools(SACS).

The study plan comprises:

* A minimum of 75 credit hours required to complete the PhD program in Biological
and Environmental Sciences, including the followings:

o A minimum of 30 credit hours of course work, including 12 credit hours of
required courses and 18 credit hours of elective courses.
o0 A minimum of 45 credit hours of research work

* The anticipated completion time of the course of study for the PhD, assuming no
academic probation(s), is 8 full semesters. There is no provision made for part-time
graduate students.

ADMISSION
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

1. Have A Master’s degree in biology, environmental science, or in a related field with
minimum cumulative GPA of 3 out of 4 or equivalent from a university or college
accredited by an international accrediting association or by the Ministry of Higher
Education or comparable in that country.

2. A satisfactory performance in the personal interview with the Admission committee.



3. Earned a previous degree from an institution of higher education in a Program where
English was the language of instruction OR Achieved a minimum score of 520 on the
paper-based TOEFL or equivalent test taken within 2 years of the start of the intended
semester of admission.

4. Submit GRE-General test score, taken within less than 5 years prior to the start of the
intended semester of admission, knowing that this is not required but will strengthen the
application.

APPLICATION PORTFOLIO

All applicants to the PhD’s degree in Biological and Environmental Sciences program are
required to submit the following documents to the Admissions Department:

+ Admissions Application and Signature Page

« Final, official and certified university transcripts

- Official TOEFL score report or equivalent score report (if applicable)

« Three confidential recommendation letters from Graduate professors or employers
(Recommendation Letters (using CAS template) should be sent by the professor to the
following address: biology@qu.edu.qa and castudents@qu.edu.qa).

« Curriculum Vitae (C.V.)

« Health Certificate

* Photocopy of the applicant’s Qatar ID card

+ (Non-Qatari applicants must provide a copy of their passport)

* Two recent passport sized photographs

« Application Fees: QR 350

Admission to the PhD in Biological and Environmental Sciences program takes place in
the fall semester only.



ADDITIONAL NOTES
Classes will be taught in the late afternoon and the program is only open full-time. For

additional information please visit our site at:
http://www.qu.edu.ga/phdenvironmental/index.php

For online registration please use the link.
http://www.qu.edu.ga/students/admission/graduate/programs/phd-in-environmental-sciences.php

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

Curriculum Component No. of Courses No. of Credit Hours
Required Core Courses 4 12
Elective Courses 6 18
Research work (PhD Thesis) 1 45

Total 11 75
CORE COURSES

Course No. Course Title Credit Hours
BIOL600 Advanced Graduate seminar 3
BIOL601 Advanced Biostatistics 3
BIOL602 Lab Rotation | 3
BIOL603 Lab Rotation Il 3
BIOL699 PhD Thesis 45

ELECTIVE COURSES

Course No. Course Title Credit Hours
BIOL604 Advanced Molecular and 3
Cell Biology
BIOL605 Advanced Toxicology 3
BIOL606 Marine Sciences 3
BIOL607 Earth Systems 3
BIOL608 Advanced Biotechnology 3
BIOL609 Molecular Genetics 3
BIOL610 Epidemiology 3
BIOL611 Environmental 3
Chemistry




BIOL612 Environmental 3
Planning and Risk Man-
age-ment
BIOL613 Geospatial Methods 3
BIOL614 Systems Physiology 3
BIOL615 Plant Physiology 3
BIOL616 Biodiversity 3
BIOL617 Special topics | 3
BIOL618 Special topics Il 3
BIOL619 Molecular Basis of Diseases 3
BIOL620 Bioinformatics 3

PROPOSED STUDY PLAN
FIRST YEAR (24 credit hours)

FALL SEMESTER

Course Title Course Hours

Advanced Graduate seminar

Advanced Biostatistics

Lab Rotation |

W IW|lw|w

Elective course

SPRING SEMESTER

Lab Rotation Il

Elective course

Elective course

W W | w|w

Elective course

Total Credit Hours in each semester [12]

Note: Student will be subjected to the comprehensive exam at the end of the
second semester



SECOND YEAR (15 credit hours)

FALL SEMESTER

Course Title Course Hours
Elective course 3
Elective course 3
SPRING SEMESTER
Thesis 9
Total Credit Hours in each semester [9]

Students will be subjected to candidacy exam at the end of the third semester

THIRD YEAR (18 credit hours)

FALL SEMESTER

Course Title Course Hours

Thesis | 9
SPRING SEMESTER

Thesis | 9

Total Credit Hours in each semester [9]

FOURTH YEAR (18 credit hours)

FALL SEMESTER
Course Title Course Hours
Thesis 9
SPRING SEMESTER
Thesis 9

Total Credit Hours in Fall semester [9] and in Spring semester [6}

Contact us

College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences
P.O. Box 2713 Doha, Qatar

Tel: (+974) 4403-4534 Fax: (+974) 4403-4531 Email:
headdepbiological@qu.edu.qa
http://www.qu.edu.qa/phdenvironmental/index.php
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